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19 Nov 2022: Recent events in
the Arctic region caused
increased concern in NATO that
the Russians may have attained,
or are close to attaining, Arctic
supremacy. In Jan 2022, one of
the two main fiber optic cables
supporting the world’s largest
satellite ground station at
Svalbard, off the coast of
Norway, was severed. 

Western space agencies rely on
the station to communicate with 
 polar-orbiting satellites. Another
cable responsible for monitoring
activity on the Arctic seafloor
was ripped away in Apr. 

The cause of both events has not
been determined, but NATO
analysts noted Russia has the 
capability to conduct such operations.

What has Russia been doing over the past decade to bolster presence and capability in the region? 
The short answer, a lot. The Russians have:
- Reorganized and upgraded the Northern Fleet, including the addition of Zircon hypersonic missiles and

plans for a new strategic missile-carrying submarine cruiser
- Modernized and expanded around a dozen existing facilities
- Constructed 3 bases from scratch
- Opened or in the process of opening hundreds of other sites
- Equipped multiple bases with S-300 and S-400 SAM systems
- Published new naval doctrine with heavy focus on the Arctic
- Adding 2 more Rezonans-N over-the-horizon radars by the end of this year, and 5 more in the near

future.  These radars are notable as they to ability to detect stealth aircraft from up to 600km away

Arctic Supremacy - Does Russia Have It?
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Russia has placed significant emphasis on the Northern Sea Route (NSR). They have created a new
Main Directorate of the NSR to surveil and organize traffic along this route. This will provide Russia
with a strategic resource base to increase the volume of geological exploration and production of
hydrocarbon resources on the Russian continental shelf.  For further information regarding what
Russia is doing in the Arctic region, check out a more  in-depth article by Reuters, and another by High
North News.

What does the partnership with
China look like in the region? 
China partners with Russia to
expand their presence in the Arctic
as part of their Arctic Silk Road
initiative for: multi-use ports,
airfields, energy extraction ,
scientific research, trade routes, and
intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance data sharing.

Despite interest in the Arctic region, 
China remains more focused on Taiwan and the South China Sea, according to Norwegian Institute for
Defense Studies Professor Liselotte Odgaard. However, this will not deter them from seeking out
business for their Polar Silk Road aspirations. Opening the Northern Sea Route is the issue. China sees
“too much sea ice” to make it immediately valuable for commercial use and has yet to schedule any
transits using the route over the next year. While there are no Chinese bases in the Russian Arctic,
expect cooperation in the Arctic to continue between Russia and China.  

So what are NATO and the US doing? 
The United States “seeks an Arctic region that is peaceful, stable, prosperous, and cooperative.” There
is a need for better Arctic domain awareness to prevent and detect Russian and Chinese capabilities
to launch weapons over the region. In 2020, the US invested $12M in Greenland to deepen the
partnership with Denmark and Greenland. The US also wants to purchase another icebreaker ship to
monitor the Arctic Ocean. Currently, there are only 2 aging icebreakers in the US fleet. While the US
is building new ships, the Coast Guard is in the process of acquiring an icebreaker from a private
energy company. This is in line with the US National Strategy for the Arctic Region released in Oct
2022.  The strategy outlines 5 principles applied across 4 pillars.
The 5 principles are: 
- Consult, coordinate, and co-manage with Alaska Native Tribes and Communities
- Deepen Relationships with Allies and Partners
- Plan for Long-Lead Time Investments
- Cultivate Cross-Sectoral Coalitions and Innovative Ideas
- Commit to a Whole-of Government, Evidence-Based Approach

The 4 pillars are:
- Security: Develop Capabilities for Expanded Arctic Activity
- Climate Change/Environmental Protection: Build Resilience & Advance Adaptation While Mitigating

Emissions
- Sustainable Economic Development: Improve Livelihoods and Expand Economic  Opportunity
- International Cooperation and Governance: Sustain Arctic Institutions & Uphold International Law
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NATO is increasing presence in the Arctic while conducting large exercises like Trident Juncture and
Cold Response. General Jens Stoltenberg, NATO Secretary General, acknowledged the threat from
Russia and established a new NATO Command to ensure Atlantic sea lines of communication remain
free and secure. NATO and its allies also conduct Arctic and anti-submarine exercises. Canada and
other allies are investing in new air and maritime capabilities.  

Richard Solkosky, writing for the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, suggests there are two
options regarding Russia and the Arctic region. Diplomacy and deterrence. Diplomacy to reduce
tensions and decrease the risk of conflict through accident or miscalculation. Deterrence by improving
defenses to discourage Russia from harassing US and NATO assets in the Arctic. The US National
Strategy for the Arctic Region appears to fall in line with both these options.  

Multiple Arctic experts agree the West and NATO trail the Russians in military presence in the Arctic
region. “At the moment, the military balance in the Arctic is heavily weighted towards Russia” according to
Colin Wall of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Does this mean that the Russians have
Supremacy? No. They do have the advantage though. Estimates state catching up to Russia in the Arctic
will take at least 10 years. Although Russia is currently bogged down in Ukraine with fewer resources
compared to their adversaries, Russia’s Northern Fleet allows them to hold a significant advantage along
the western reaches of the North East Passage. “The Russian Arctic military is somewhat filtered from the
systemic failures in Ukraine as a result of relatively new hardware and personnel advancements,”
according to Troy Bouffard from the University of Alaska Fairbanks. While they have bolstered their
presence in the Arctic once more, supremacy is not something they have there. Now is a good time for
NATO and the US to invest in making sure Russia doesn’t gain the supremacy it seeks.

WWIII and Article 5 - The World Held Its Breath
15 Nov 2022: The Integrity Intelligence Operations Center discussed breaking news from Poland
about a likely errant missile that struck inside the Polish border with Ukraine. As the world
collectively held its breath, intelligence sources scrambled to understand where the missile
originated. Russia didn’t pick up the phone when Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Mark
Milley, tried to call to discuss the incident. 

Given the Russian bombardment of Ukraine ongoing at the time, accusations came quickly from the
press. WWIII and Article 5 immediately trended on Twitter as the rush to judgement by many
countries was faster than the intelligence could be relayed. Russia was quick to deny responsibility as  
the Kremlin issued statements denouncing
the quick reaction by many countries, while
praising the United States for its restraint. 
 President Biden pushed back on Ukraine’s
claims that Russia shot the missile, stating
evidence did not back up the claim. 

The next day, the Western world awoke to
NATO and Poland stating the damage in
Poland was likely due to debris from
Ukrainian attempts to engage Russian
missiles with their own weapons systems. 
 Many analysts agree it was likely from an 
S-300 system, used by both Russia and Ukraine during the war. Despite assurances from NATO and
Poland they did not blame Ukraine, Ukraine's Zelensky was steadfast, supporting the assessments and
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assurances of his military Ukraine was not to blame. However, an Ukrainian Air Force spokesman
acknowledged the next day some of the debris could be from Ukrainian weapons. Zelensky called on
Poland to allow Ukrainian experts to examine the impact site with Polish and US experts. Poland
allowed the Ukraine to send experts to join the Polish/U.S. investigation.

With some clarity, analysts now understand the volume of the Russian attacks against Ukrainian
infrastructure and the Ukrainian defensive acts.  96 missiles were fired by Russia, of which 77 were
shot down. At one point, over 50 missiles were in the air. The attacks continued days later, causing
even greater humanitarian concerns in a nation already in the midst of a humanitarian crisis due to
the Russian invasion. One of the weapons fired by Russia even had a mock nuclear warhead attached. 

Also concerning is the inaccuracy and failure rate of Russian weapons to date. In Mar, the Pentagon
briefed failure rates, defined as the inability to launch or hit the target, were between 20-60 percent
for Russian weapons. Air launched cruise missiles were experiencing the highest failure rates. The
Russians appear to have a reliability, quality control, and fusing problem, as many missiles have not
detonated when reaching their targets. This pales in comparison to the Russian advertised accuracy
of just a few meters for their precision munitions. Due to a shortage of precision weapons in Jun,
Russia started using older missiles designed to destroy aircraft carriers with a nuclear warhead. They
put conventional warheads on the weapons and used them in a ground-attack role which led to even
higher rates of inaccuracy.  

In the background of the ongoing conflict, 
the US has continuously worked to speed up 
delivery of equipment to Ukraine. The State 
Department website gives a rundown of aid 
committed to Ukraine by the US. Ukraine’s 
foreign minister recently urged the US to 
speed up delivery, specifically asking for air 
defense systems. Poland  initially agreed to put 
German PATRIOT weapons systems on their 
border with Ukraine in the aftermath of the 
15 Nov incident, but has since recommended they 
go to Ukraine. 

Russia has failed to remove the current Ukrainian regime or secure territories gained during the conflict.
The new appointment of General Sergei Surovikin to lead the special operation in Ukraine signaled a
change in Russian strategy. As winter approached and Russian gains were lost, the strategy shifted to
maintain as much territory as possible while allowing their forces to regroup. The Russians shifted to air
and missile attacks as they began to barrage against the Ukrainian energy sector. The recent missile
attacks have had significant impacts on Ukrainian energy capabilities as they had into winter. Ukraine
has reached out to US and European officials in an attempt to procure parts to fix its energy systems.
Ukraine acknowledged they may not be able to recover from more Russian attacks on their energy
systems.  Expect to see more of these attacks throughout the winter while Russia reconstitutes forces and
develops a different strategy for the spring. 
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Russia & Iran: When "Enemies of My Enemy" Become Friends
12 Nov 2022 – Russian President Putin and Iranian President Raisi “touched upon some pressing
bilateral issues with a focus on how to build up cooperation in the political, trade and economic
areas, including in the field of transport and logistics {emphasis added}” during a phone call between
the two leaders. The continued high levels of engagement, suggests an increasingly close
relationship that could lead to additional routes for both nations to flaunt sanctions (although
overall trade between the two nations stands at a paltry $4B). 

On 8 Jun, Russia and China both voted against an International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
resolution critical of Iran’s nuclear cooperation. Russia’s Ambassador to the IAEA tweeted the
resolution was “highly questionable under the circumstances” and failed to condemn Iran’s
subsequent moves to turn off 27 IAEA monitoring systems and devices later that same day.   

On the same day Putin arrived in Tehran, the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) and Gazprom
signed a Memorandum of Understanding worth approximately $40B. $10B is projected to develop
the Kish and North Pars gas fields in the Arabian Gulf, $15B to “increase the pressure of the South
Pars Gas Field,” and additional money to cooperate on gas and product deals, construction of
pipelines, and additional technical and scientific cooperation. 

Following the IAEA vote, Putin travelled to a
trilateral summit in Tehran between Russia, Iran,
and Turkey in mid-July focusing on Syria. During
the meeting, Ayatollah Khamenei offered strong
support to Russia, with “War is a violent and
difficult endeavor, and the Islamic Republic is not
at all happy that people are caught up in war…But
in the case of Ukraine, if you had not taken the
helm, the other side would have done so and
initiated a war.” While the meeting didn’t result in 

a full-fledged alliance, both nations clearly see this time as an opportunity to skirt UN and Western
sanctions, strengthen fragile economies in the face of increasing internal unrest, and be “deeply
beneficial for both countries.” 

In Aug, unverified reports indicated
Iranians travelled to Russia for “training
on Su-35” which Iranian Chief of the AF,
General Vahedi, did little to quash stating,
“This issue is on the agenda, and we hope
to be able to obtain these 4+ generation
fighters in the future.” Some analysts
suggest the drones allegedly sent last year
were part of a payment option for more
advanced fighters and the Iranian Air
Force struggles to maintain its
increasingly aging fleet consisting of a mix
of F-14, F-4, F1, and F-5 fighters.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/12/putin-raisi-discuss-deepening-ties-between-russia-and-iran
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/88318
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202206086086
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202206086086
https://www.iaea.org/sites/default/files/22/06/gov2022-34.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/iran-russias-gazprom-sign-primary-deal-energy-cooperation-2022-07-19/
https://www.offshore-technology.com/news/nioc-gazprom-oil-gas/
https://www.offshore-technology.com/projects/southpars/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/19/world/europe/putin-ayatollah-erdogan-summit.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-turkey-grain-ukraine/31948916.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/19/world/europe/putin-ayatollah-erdogan-summit.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/pauliddon/2022/08/05/shaheds-for-sukhois-speculation-iran-will-swap-drones-for-russian-su-35-fighters/?sh=33d0e8703c98
https://www.aerotime.aero/articles/32112-iran-russia-su-35-fighters-egypt
https://asiatimes.com/2022/09/iran-looks-to-russia-for-su-35-fighter-jet-deal/


On 15 Sep, Iran’s NIOC announced it was ready to expand cooperation beyond Gazprom to Rosneft
and Tatneft to generate more than $160B in required investments to develop and expand gas and oil
fields in Iran during the St. Petersburg International Gas Forum. NIOC CEO Khojasteh Mehr offered
his goal was to “increase this [19 gas processing plant] capacity by more than 50%” over the next
eight years. 

interference.” Around the same time, Western analysts believe Iran provided Shahed-131/136
blueprints and components to Russia to indigenously produce the same type of Iranian-made drones
used in Ukraine last month. 

Russia and China continued with their previous “no” votes in Jun, to vote against a second IAEA
measure on 19 Nov that hinted at possible referral for Iran’s failure to comply to the UN Security
Council (where it would likely fail given Russia and China’s veto power) 

While it is unlikely the volume of trade between the two nations will offset the effects of UN and Western
sanctions, Russia gains a near term advantage of another source of military resources to fuel its war in
Ukraine. Iran gains an opportunity to grow indigenous production ability for oil and natural gas and
begin replacing its aging Western-based fighters. Both nations stand to profit in some respect from
bypassing continued sanctions in the near term – at least symbolically – with potential benefit to both IF
they continue in the longer term. The “IF they continue” remains to be seen.

Additionally, analysis of flight data and US sources
indicate IRGC trainers deployed to a Crimean base
to instruct Russians how to use Shahed-131 and -136
drones in combat operations. Iran denied they
supplied any drones or weapons to Russia until
recently, when Iran’s Foreign Minister claimed the
drones were sent to Russia well before Putin’s forces
invaded Ukraine. 

Putin and Raisi also met on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in
Samarkand on 14 Sep, where both leaders stressed they would not recognize US sanctions on either
nation. Raisi added, “Our relations are not ordinary; they are of a strategic nature. Iran wishes to
expand its strategic relations with Russia and all political, economic, trade, and aerospace areas” to
“neutralize” the effects of Western and UN sanctions. 

The language employed between Putin and Raisi resembled the words used by Putin and Xi during
the same summit, and is particularly important as Iran joined the SCO as a permanent member on 15
Sep despite needing at least one more year to complete formal entry. Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abdollahian proclaimed, “By signing the document for full membership of the SCO, now Iran has
entered a new stage of various economic, commercial, transit and energy cooperation.” 

Russian Security Council Secretary Patrushev met
with Raisi on 9 Nov to further efforts to deepen ties
on trade and security cooperation and discussed,
“various issues of Russian-Iranian cooperation in the
field of security, as well as a number of international
problems" and measures to offset “Western
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Editor's Note: What would you like to hear about in the next
edition? Let us know! 

Follow us on LinkedIn for updates & analysis as different events of interest happen!

In the next edition of the Intel Flash, we analyze the state of the Chinese economy and the South
China Sea.
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