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9 Dec 2022: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi cancelled his nation’s
annual summit with Russia after Russian
President Vladimir Putin warned of the
“increasing” threat of nuclear war and
possible policy changes in Russia
regarding first use. However, India
continues to pursue a “foreign policy
that deprioritizes legal and moral
aspects of international affairs to
secure India’s national interests” as the
two leaders held a 16 Dec phone call
where both expressed “satisfaction”
with the current level of a “privileged
Russian-Indian strategic partnership.”

India's Russia Strategy - The Primacy of National Interests

- Prime Minister Modi publicly chastised President Putin at the Sep 2022
Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Samarkand, UZ. Modi,
however, has been more measured in other respects as India pursues a
realist approach by continuing to purchase defense and energy supplies
from Russia.
- India’s External Affairs Minister, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, expressed
his nation "exercise[s] a choice we believe is in our national interest” by
continuing to purchase 65% of its arms from Russia.
- On 9 Dec, India publicly announced it would not support the 5 Dec G7
decision to place a price cap on Russian oil and continued to build on the
16M tons of oil imports from Jan-Sep 2022. 
- Russian Deputy Prime Minister offered to cooperate on leasing and
building “large-capacity ships” to work around insurance bans for ships
carrying Russian exports. The Russian share of Indian oil imports jumped
from 1% in Feb 2022 to 21% in Sep 2022.
- India repeatedly abstained from a series of UN votes against Russia in 2022, including the Feb US-
sponsored Security Council Resolution objecting to Russia’s aggression in Ukraine “in the strongest terms”
and a subsequent effort to remove Russia from the UN Human Rights Council (Russia abruptly resigned
from the Council immediately after the vote). The only time India voted against Russia was on a UN
procedural vote to invite Ukrainian President Zelensky to speak to the body via teleconference.
- Russia reciprocated that support in the UN by backing India’s bid to become a Permanent Member of the
Security Council on 12 Dec (India finished its 2-year term as a non-permanent member of the UN Security
Council in 2022). 
While the United States is still India’s top trading partner at $58B,
Russia surged to $18.2B in 2022 and went from their 25th trading
partner to India’s 7th largest partner. While Indian PM Modi repeatedly
stated “now is not the time for war,” India will continue to pursue a
pragmatic, realist policy with Russia to fuel their rapidly growing
economy – estimated at 7% GDP for 2023 – and feed their more than
1.4B citizens. Additionally, India’s deep reliance on Russian-produced
military hardware over the last 40 years makes any move away from
Putin’s regime a hard habit to break.

https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-india-putin-modi/32169946.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/09/europe/russia-putin-nuclear-weapons-intl/index.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/12/09/india-russia-ukraine-war-putin-modi-biden-sanctions-geopolitics/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politics/putin-modi-discuss-situation-in-ukraine-russia-india-ties/2765605
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/09/20/russia-and-india-new-chapter-pub-87958
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/us-and-world/despite-differences-over-pakistan-russia-arms-us-and-india-pledge-elevated-ties/articleshow/94489848.cms
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/09/20/russia-and-india-new-chapter-pub-87958
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/russia-welcomes-indias-decision-to-not-support-g7s-price-cap-on-oil-3596472
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/shipping-/-transport/russia-offers-india-leasing-and-building-of-huge-capacity-ships/articleshow/96180667.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/chart-russia-is-now-indias-seventh-largest-trading-partner/articleshow/95090715.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/india-abstained-from-un-voting-on-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-due-to-various-considerations/articleshow/93693414.cms
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/04/1115782
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/for-first-time-india-votes-against-russia-in-unsc-during-procedural-vote-on-ukraine/articleshow/93778070.cms
https://www.deccanherald.com/video/international/russia-backs-india-s-permanent-membership-at-unsc-again-1171282.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/chart-russia-is-now-indias-seventh-largest-trading-partner/articleshow/95090715.cms
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/indias-balancing-act-on-russia-is-getting-trickier/2022/10/09/4ae78762-482f-11ed-8153-96ee97b218d2_story.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2023/1/6/indias-growth-expected-to-slow-to-7
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/IND/india/population-growth-rate
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/21/india/india-us-talks-shifting-russia-reliance-intl-hnk/index.html


- While China and Vietnam agreed to “properly manage”
their South China Sea territorial disputes on 1 Nov, the
year was marred by several incidents. 
- On 7 Apr, Vietnam called on China to “respect
Vietnam’s sovereignty, cease militarization, [and]
refrain from activities that escalate tension” in the
region ahead of China’s SCS drills 19 Mar-9 Apr.
- Vietnam protested China’s annual “fishing
moratorium” over the Gulf of Tonkin and most of the
South China Sea on 1 Jun leading Vietnam to ask “China
to respect Vietnam's sovereignty…rights and
jurisdiction…without complicating the situation, [and] to
contribute to maintaining peace, stability and order in
the East Sea region.”
- In a sign of progress, Indonesia and Vietnam agreed on
their EEZ boundaries in the South China Sea after 12
years of talks. Indonesian President Widodo and
Vietnam’s President Nguyen Xuan Phuc announced the
successful conclusion of their negotiations following a
Dec summit in West Java. This resolves long standing
political issues and allows them to instead focus on
China’s continued expansionist activities in the region.

Vietnam relies on the South China Sea for 86% of its trade
with the world, millions of fishermen make their livelihood

Vietnam's "Expanding" South China Sea Presence
14 Dec 2022 – Vietnam went on a land-building spree in the South China Sea in 2022, going from 50
hectares over the past decade to adding another 170 hectares in the last twelve months alone (a
hectare is roughly the same size as the grassy area at a major league soccer stadium). While far less
than China’s almost 1350 hectares over the same 11-year period, it represents a significant
expansion of Vietnam’s claims in the contested region.

in the region, and Vietnam has potential claims to large deposits of natural gas and oil within its Economic
Exclusion Zone (most of which China claims via the “9-Dash Line”). Vietnam’s expansion activities reflect a
very real need to establish a permanent and credible presence to bolster against Chinese claims and
activities in the South China Sea.

- Vietnam currently occupies 49 outposts in the South
China Sea (two additional outposts were abandoned on
Cornwallis South Reef after a 2015 storm). These
outposts range from large, built-up facilities to 24
concrete pillboxes sitting atop reefs in the region.
- Vietnam added 47 hectares to Namyit Island
(pictured to the right), 48 hectares at Pearson Reef,
and 26 hectares to Tennet Reef (growing from a small
outpost of two pillboxes). Port facilities are under
construction at Namyit and Pearson following
dredging activity in 2021.

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/china-vietnam-agree-to-properly-manage-south-china-sea-dispute-3481085
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/stop-east-sea-militarization-vietnam-tells-china-again-4448772.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/vietnam-protesting-china-s-fishing-ban-in-waters-hanoi-claims/6611187.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/Indonesia-and-Vietnam-agree-on-EEZ-boundaries-in-South-China-Sea
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/ChanakyaCode/vietnams-strategic-interests-in-the-south-china-sea-challenges-and-options/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/vietnam-big-push-expand-south-china-sea-outposts-us-think-tank-2022-12-14/
https://amti.csis.org/vietnam-builds-remote-outposts/
https://www.asianews.it/news-en/Vietnam-boosting-its-position-in-the-South-China-Sea-57338.html
https://amti.csis.org/namyit-island/
https://amti.csis.org/pearson-reef/
https://amti.csis.org/tennent-reef/
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/philippine/construction-images-11032021145538.html


million people. African countries under
dictator control may prefer to work with
Russian PMC’s vice western governments due
to the ability to conduct counterinsurgency
and counterterrorism operations
unconstrained by human rights
responsibilities, unlike the United States. 
- This as US House Representatives
introduced the Holding Accountable Russian
Mercenaries (HARM) Act in Dec, a bipartisan
legislation that would require the Secretary
of State to designate the Russian-based PMC
Wagner Group as a Foreign Terrorist 

Russia's Growing African Influence Operations
4 Jan 2023 – Another former French colony is the target of Russian hybrid warfare as France’s
ambassador Luc Hallade has been expelled by Burkina Faso’s military junta, a move that is now the
modus operandi of Russian interference in former French colonies in Africa by Russia and the
Wagner Group. Burkina Faso has seen two coups in eight months and is caught between Islamic
insurgency and a never-ending political instability, fueled by Russian disinformation and the
Wagner Group.
- Junta leaders of African countries
seek closer ties with Russia and
have been successful in ousting
French diplomats and security
forces, fomenting anti-French
reaction, instilling a Pro-Russian
sentiment, orchestrating
disinformation campaigns, and
gaining Russian military weapons.
- Burkina Faso has been racked by
violence linked to al-Qaida and the
Islamic State group that has killed
thousands and displaced nearly two

Organization. A companion measure led by Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS), and Ben Cardin (D-MD),
was also introduced in the U.S. Senate.
The Wagner Group has  an extensive history of human rights abuses and tactics, including targeting
minority groups, killing civilians, recruiting child soldiers, interfering with UN peacekeeping
operations, and endangering peacekeepers and United Nations personnel.
- The Kremlin is motivated by a desire to push back against U.S. policy objectives, create African
dependencies on Moscow’s military assets, target countries rich in raw materials (oil, gold, diamonds,
uranium, and manganese) with weak governance, and gain concessions for natural resources,
substantial commercial contracts, and access to strategic locations, such as airbases or ports.
- The Wagner Group  intensified its recruiting for mercenaries in Africa, a sign of successful activities,
at least from the Russian perspective. In a recruiting announcement, Wagner cites needing recruits for
“African tours” and may have slowed recruitment for its units in Ukraine over the last few months. 

https://joewilson.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/wilson-co-leads-legislation-to-designate-wagner-group-as-a-foreign
https://saharareporters.com/2023/01/04/france-reacts-burkina-fasos-military-regime-expels-french-ambassador
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/02/08/russias-wagner-group-in-africa-influence-commercial-concessions-rights-violations-and-counterinsurgency-failure/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-at-a-press-availability-26/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/02/08/russias-wagner-group-in-africa-influence-commercial-concessions-rights-violations-and-counterinsurgency-failure/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/02/08/russias-wagner-group-in-africa-influence-commercial-concessions-rights-violations-and-counterinsurgency-failure/
https://twitter.com/stopwagnergroup
https://twitter.com/stopwagnergroup
https://twitter.com/stopwagnergroup
https://twitter.com/stopwagnergroup/status/1611067632219787274


The Wagner Group successfully strong-armed a large-scale French military mission out of Mali. This victory
will have long-term effects on the rest of the Sahel and Africa, particularly in states suffering from coups or
insurgencies. France now appears uninterested in combatting Islamist and other insurgencies in Africa,
leaving a vacuum that is sure to be filled by China, Russia and the Wagner Group.  This development has
had ramifications in Burkina Faso, where coup leader Lieutenant-Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba
twice attempted to persuade President Roch Kabore to employ Wagner Group forces to fight against the
country’s insurgency just prior to leading the coup to would overthrow Kabore, after his last meeting failed
to convince Kabore to employ Wagner.  Wagner’s next steps in Africa could include resource exploitation
that could be human in nature as reports are starting to surface that African nations may be providing
soldiers to fight in Ukraine. 

- For its efforts, the Wagner organization has gained significant resources since 2017:

https://www.fpri.org/article/2022/03/the-wagner-groups-playbook-in-africa-mali/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/02/08/russias-wagner-group-in-africa-influence-commercial-concessions-rights-violations-and-counterinsurgency-failure/


3461 Frances Berkeley

Williamsburg VA 23188

 

isruniversity.com

integrityisr.com

 

#WeKnowISR

Editor's Note: What would you like to hear about in the next
edition? Let us know! 

Follow us on LinkedIn for updates & analysis as different events of interest happen!
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